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Getting a grip on handguns 


Businesses struggle over how to respond to Texas’ concealed gun law 


By BRIAN ANDERSON 
Herald Staff Writer 


Only weeks before the fourth an- 
niversary of the Luby’s Cafeteria massacre 
that left 24 people dead in Killeen, the res- 
taurant’s corporate offices in San Antonio 
decided the company would allow its 
Texas patrons, under the state's new con- 
cealed handgun law. to pack pistols. 

“We believe it's best to follow the law as 
it was intended rather than try to second- 
guess the Legislature,” Luby's said in its 
Statement announcing its decision. “This 
is an issue we will continue to grapple 
with and watch very closely. because we 
take the safety of our employees and cus- 
tomers very seriously. At this time, how- 
ever, we believe the best action is to follow 
the guidance and direction of the law as it 
was written “ 

Deciding whether to ban concealed guns 
is proving difficult for many businesses 
struggling to balance business and safety 


interests against Texans’ right to carry 
concealed handguns, which becomes ef- 
fective Jan. 1 for those who have passed 
the state certification process 

While one Luby's official acknowledged 
that gunman George Hennard’s rampage 
on Oct 16, 1991, “subconsciously” plays 
a role in the company’s daily decisions. 
the chain declined to take advantage of 
Texas Attorney General Dan Morales’s 
opinion that private property owners may 
post signs declaring “no gun zones “ Mo- 
rales said the owners would have to en- 
force their anti-handgun policies through 
state trespassing laws 

Though Luby'’s employees will not be 
permitted to arm themselves on the job. 
properly trained handgun owners will be 
welcomed to pack their pieces at the din- 
ner table. 

“The (concealed handgun) law does not 
prevent employers from making decisions 
they feel are prudent for employees and 
customers.” said Dane Harris. president of 


The (concealed 
handgun) law does not 
prevent employers from 
making decisions they feel 
are prudent for employees 
and customers.” 


— Dane Harris 
Texas Association of 
Business and Chambers 
Of Commerce 


the Texas Association of Business and 
Chambers of Commerce “They have every 
right to exercise whatever controls are 


necessary to protect their interests ” 

Other companies with ties to Killeen are 
still debating whether to follow Luby’s lead 
in permitting pistols in their establish- 
ments Many Killeen-area managers said 
Luby’s may become the exception rather 
than the standard 

“It's in deliberation.” said Jo Dodd. store 
team leader at the Killeen Target Though 
an official corporate policy regarding cus- 
tomers with concealed handguns has not 
been adopted by Target Dodd said she is 
confident “no gun” signs will soon be dec- 
orating the front of her store 

“I would say probably something will be 
posted.” Dodd said “I'm 99 percent sure 
that is what is going to happen ” 

Don Splawn. manager of the Killeen 
Wal-Mart store. said he expects the same 
signs to be displayed at his store 

“I understand that they (Wal-Mart chief 
executives) prefer that people not bring 
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Drug rules 
necessary, 
Officials say 


By TERESA CLEGHORN 
Herald Staff Writer 


COPPERAS COVE — Busi- 
nesses nationwide spend $100 
billion annually due to ac- 
cidents, lost productivity and 
problems related to employee 
alcohol and drug abuse, ac- 
cording to Gary L. Baird. presi- 
dent of Compliance Consor- 
tium Corp of Belton 

Baird and Warren 
Townsend. psychotherapist 
and owner of Professional 
Counseling Service of Killeen 
told members of the Copperas 
Cove Chamber of Commerce 
last week that it was worth the 
cost of implementing drug and 
alcohol policies, even in small 


(See DRUG, Page 3-C.) 


_- $fate’s figures 
indicate boom 
at local airport 


By DAVID SIKES 
Herald Staff Writer 


/ 


It m’kes-sense that when a city grows as fast as 
. Killeen has, its airport should expand with it or 
risk its future, according to Don Christian, 

| Killeen’s director of aviation 
j Airport and airline officials and leaders from area 
| cities agree that the air travel business is booming 
l 
1 
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Bank elects Tuggle 


Terry Tuggle. who has served as president of 
First National Bank of Killeen since 1988, was 
elected last week as the chairman of the board, 
president and chief executive editor for Fort 
Hood National Bank, according to Ed Rhode, a 
board member at Fort Hood National since its 
creation in 1965 

The bank also announced that Odis Pippins. 
senior vice president and banking center man- 
ager at Fort Hood National. was elected execu- 
tive vice president He has 25 years of experi- 
ence in the financial services industry 


Hotel nears opening 


The new Comfort Inn at Central Texas Ex- 
pressway and Trimmer Road, is expected to 
open by Nov 1, according to Nick Patel of 
Killeen who owns the hotel 

The 58-unit business will employ 20 to 25 em- 
ployees The 35,000-square-foot building sits on 
a two-acre site 

L Wornat Construction of Marlin is putting 
the finishing touches on the facility, according to 
Patel. who also operates a Days Inn in Temple 
and the Holiday Terrace Motor Hotel in Killeen. 

‘The hotel business is booming in this area,” 
said Patel 


Store plans party 


Winn-Dixie stores throughout Texas and 
southern Oklahoma will host Halloween parties 
and costume contests from 6 to 8 pm on Oct 
31 

The Kid Safe Halloween Party was developed to 
provide each community an organized, safe Hal- 
loween environment 

Stores will be decorated and associates 
dressed in Halloween garb The costume contest 
for children under 10 years old will be judged by 
a panel after 7 p m. 


‘Company relocates 


Folkerson Property Management, formerly Jan 
Folkerson Realtors. recently opened tn a new of- 
fice at 600 Indian Trail Plaza, Suite 101. in 
Harker Heights 

Established in 1978, the company specializes 
in residential and commercial property manage- 
ment and is Doug and Cecile Folkerson 

The office has five employees 


SBA taking nominations 


The Small Business Administration has an- 
nounced the nomination period for its Small 
Business Person of the Year Award and the cre- 
ation of a new award for agencies that help ex- 
porters 

Deadline for the business person award is 
Dec 15 for the state competition Winners at the 
state level will compete nationally. Advocated 
awards will also be presented to people who 
have used their professional skills to further 
public understanding of small businesses 

Also, the SBA announced last week the cre- 
ation of the Export Partner of the Year Award to 
recognize outstanding efforts in delivery export 
assistance to small-business owners Thean- 
nual award will go to a small business develop- 
ment center There are more than 950 such cen- 
ters nationwide supported by the SBA, local uni- 
versities and other agencies 

Further information on either competition is 
available by calling the SBA Answer Desk at 
1-800-8-ASK-SBA. 


Pij ; e a7. ON RE 
‘People in BusineSS- 
@ Theo Bell, a personal trainer for Fit For Life, 
recently joined 4.000 fitness professionals at the 
1995 New World Fitness IDEA. a international 
fitness convention. in San Diego. Calif 


PIPPINS 


and the future looks bright But now they hav: 
documented proof from a recently published report 
that shows a 24 percent increase in the number of 
passengers departing the Killeen Municipal Airport 
since 1989 This compares toa 19 percent increase 
in the number of passengers departing from all 
Texas airports in the past six years 
l The report, released earlier this month by State 

Comptroller John Sharp's office states that a 
record 55.805 passengers departed the Killeen al 
port in 1994 Local tabulations show a 60 percent 
increase in the total number of paşsengers arriving 
at and departing from the Killeen airfield over the 
past 10 years 

These figure may not mean much to many local 
residents unless they are compared to the pas 
senger departures at Killeen’s next nearest airport 

More than 51,000 fewer passengers departed 
Temple's airport during the same period The 4 272 
passengers who flew out of Temple in 1994 repie 
sents a 27 percent growth rate for Temples 
Draughon-Miller Central Texas Regional Airport 
according to the comptroller’s report 

Compared to Temple’s one air carrier and eight 
flights per day, Killeen supports three carriers with 
planes that fly in and out nearly 40 times a day 

And unlike some cities that require local or fed 
eral subsidies to keep airlines flying into their atr- 


(See AIRPORT, Page 2-C.) 
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Sales associates Judith Denning, right, and Lisa Bonilla put jewelry in a display case at 
Best Products last week as store employees prepared for this week’s opening at the 
Killeen Mall. Store officials plan.a grand opening for Friday at 10 a.m., but may actually 
open the doors for business a day or two earlier. The 58,000-square-foot location housed 
an O.G. Wilsons store about 10 years ago, but has been vacant ever since. Best Products 
will sell mostly Jewelry, household products and home furnishings. According to informa- 
tion submitted to the city, the Virginia-based company spent more than $500,000 reno- 
vating the location. About 110 people have been hired for the opening and holiday 
season, then the employment level will settle to about 65. 


Supercenter to open Wednesday 


Wal-Mart makes transition 
to 204,000-square-foot store 


By DAVID SIKES 
Herald Staff Writer 


All the construction and moving of merchandise 
comes to fruition Wednesday in Copperas Cove 
with the grand opening of a huge supercenter 

The new 204.000-square-foot store at 2720 E 
US Highway 190 will replace the nearby 66.000- 
square-foot Wal-Mart that has served the area 
since 1981 

Local dignitaries. Copperas Cove Chamber of 
Commerce representatives and corporate officials 
will be on hand to welcome shoppers at the open- 
ing of the supercenter. with a ribbon-cutting cer- 
emony scheduled for 8a m 

The facility is being billed as a one-stop shopping 
center. complete with a pharmacy. photo lab, gro- 
cery area, bakery. deli, vision center. bank and a 
McDonald's restaurant In all. there will be 36 gen- 
eral merchandise departments at the supercenter. 
one of 52 such stores operated by Arkansas-based 
Wal-Mart 

More than 300 area residents were recently 
added to the existing 150 associates already em- 
ployed at the old Cove Wal-Mart. said Terry Mc- 
Gath manager of the Cove store s 

In Killeen. where the Wal-Mart store was reno- 
vated in 1992 to a 120.000-square-foot facility. 
store officials say they dont mind the addition of 
the Cove facility 

It s going to affect our business a little bit.” said 
general manager Don Splawn “I expect we'll be 
affected more at first You know. when a new store 
opens everybody's got to go look But most will 
come back I think 

Splawn said some of his customers who live in 
the Cove area and to the west may have been shop- 
ping at the Killeen store to use the pharmacy and 
photo lab because the Cove Wal-Mart didnt have 
those features However that wont be necessary 
anymore with the opening of the new supercenter 
he added 

The market area of the new store ts expected to 
be larger than smaller Wal-Marts because of its 
supercenter status according to Cove general man- 
ager Terry McGath 

‘Our trade territory should be more than just 
from here west, McGath said “We expect people 
from all over Central Texas to shop here At least 
we hope they will 

The transition to the new store has been a six 
week process according’ to M Gath Recently hired 
employees have been clearings merchandise trom 
the shelves atthe existing Wal Mart and tansport 
Ing it to shelves at the new store 


Conference 
set to view 
‘96 forecast 


By DAVID SIKES 
Herald Staff Writer 


Area business leaders and 
chamber officials may get a 
glimpse 
into the fu- 
ture of eco- 
nomic de- 
velopment 
in Central 
Texas on 
Nov 9 at 
the Eco- 
nomic Out- 
look ‘96 
Conference 
and lunch- 
eon in Beiton PERRYMAN 


The half-day conference is 


Tian i 


sponsored by the Temple. Bel- 
ton and Killeen chambers of 
commerce, 


as well as 
several 
local busi- 
nesses The 
event is de- 
signed to 
give insight 
to future 
economic 
develop- 
ment pos- 
sibilities 
and help 
position participants to take 
advantage of those pos- 
sibilities 
This year. the annual event 
features noted economist and 
author Ray Perryman. who will 
speak at the University of 
Mary Hardin-Baylor and con- 
duct a program called Global 
Texas State Comptroller 
John Sharp ts also scheduled 
to speak at the luncheon at 
the Bell County Expo Center 
Perryman is the president 


(See FORECAST, Page 2-C ) 
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Beate Williams of Harker Heights assembles bicycles at the 
new Wai-Mart Supercenter last week in Copperas Cove The 
new store p scheduled to open wednsdoy with grand openinge 
festivities 


THE HERALD WELCOMES story suggestions and Items for Busl- 
ness Scene about developments at businesses In the Central 
Texas area Address letters to Killeen Dally Herald, 
Attn Business Editor PO Box 1300, Killeen, TX 76540 Our fax 
number is 526-NEWS 


